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INSTRUCTIONS TO COUPLE AND OFFICIANT COMPLETING LICENSE 

 
This marriage license is not official unless it is imprinted with the seal of Lake County. The 
legally completed marriage requires that: 

 

• The marriage ceremony must be solemnized in Lake County. 
 

• The marriage must be solemnized within 60 days beginning the day after it is 
issued. 

 

• The names on the marriage license must be spelled correctly.  If either name is 
not, contact the County Clerk’s Office immediately at 847.377.2411. 

 

• No one may make any changes or use white-out on this license. 
 

• Officiant must complete the license in black ink. The completed marriage license 
must include the officiant’s full name, official religious or civil title (officiant is not 
an acceptable title), ceremony date, city, village, or township (as applicable), 
and officiant’s pen-inscribed signature. 

 

• The properly completed license must be returned to the County Clerk’s office 
within ten days of the solemnized marriage by the person who performed the 
marriage ceremony.  

 

Return to:  
Lake County Clerk 
ATTN: Marriage License 
18 N. County St. 
Waukegan, IL 60085 

 
                 ILLINOIS COMPILED STATUTES, CHAPTER 750 

 
Section 209: Solemnization and Registration: 
A marriage may be solemnized by a judge of a court of record, by a retired judge of a court of 
record, unless the retired judge was removed from office by the Judicial Inquiry Board, except that a 
retired judge shall not receive any compensation from the State, a county or any unit of local 
government in return for the solemnization of a marriage and there shall be no effect upon any 
pension benefits conferred by the Judges Retirement System of Illinois, by a judge of the Court of 
Claims, by a county clerk in counties having 2,000,000 or more inhabitants, by a public official 
whose powers include solemnization of marriages, by a mayor or president of a city, village, or 
incorporated town who is in office on the date of the solemnization, or in accordance with the 
prescriptions of any religious denomination, Indian Nation or Tribe or Native Group, provided that 
when such prescriptions require an officiant, the officiant be in good standing with his or her religious 
denomination, Indian Nation or Tribe or Native Group. Either the person solemnizing the marriage, 
or, if no individual acting alone solemnized the marriage, both parties to the marriage, shall complete 
the marriage certificate form and forward it to the county clerk within 10 days after such marriage is 
solemnized. A mayor or president of a city, village, or incorporated town shall not receive any 
compensation in return for the solemnization of a marriage. 
 
Section 215: Penalty.  Unless otherwise provided by law, any person who violates any provision of 
Part II (Marriages) of this Act is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor.  
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