
Frequently Asked Questions 

When will this project start and low long will it last? 
Construction is anticipated to begin in July of 2020 and will last for approximately 3 months. 

What is that large curtain I see around the tower? 
The large shroud is a containment curtain that is in place to contain materials during paint 
removal and to prevent over spray during paint application. The ground surface will also be 
protected with tarps to contain materials that fall to the ground. The contractor will also 
implement a dust filtration system as a part of the curtain setup to contain all materials. 

Does the existing tower paint contain lead? 
The wet area of the water tower that comes into contact with and holds potable water does 
not contain lead. However, due to the age of the structure, the existing paint on the outside of the 
tower and on the inside area of the tower that does not come into contact with potable water 
contains lead.  The contractor is required to follow all State and local safety precautions and to 
perform the required mitigation for the lead paint removal and disposal. 

Will the new tower paint contain lead? 
No, the new paint that will be applied will not contain lead. 

What will the re-painted tower look like? 
The tower will be repainted with the same logo and color scheme as the existing tower. 

Will the project impact area roadways? 
The project is not anticipated to affect vehicular traffic on area roadways, but the project may 
require sidewalk near the tower to be closed during construction. Any impacted areas of 
sidewalk will be indicated as closed with proper barricades and signage. 

Will I have water during the project and will my water be safe to drink during the 
project?  
The Hawthorn Parkway water tower is part of the County’s Vernon Hills Water System, which 
obtains water sourced from Lake Michigan from the Central Lake County Joint Action Water 
Agency (CLCJAWA). The Vernon Hills Water System has four water storage reservoirs and two 
elevated water towers with a total storage volume of over 3 million gallons. While water from 
the Hawthorn Parkway tower will be drained as a part of the project to allow the work on the 
tower to be performed, water will continue to be provided to area customers throughout the 
project from the other parts of the water system and service interruption is not anticipated. 
Residents and businesses should not see any change in water quality or quantity while the 
Hawthorn Parkway tower is rehabilitated and painted. Water in Vernon Hills should continue to 
be safe to use and drink throughout the project. 


