
 

 
1 For the purposes of this guidance, “agricultural land” refers to cultivated cropland that has been farmed at least 1 

year in the last 5 years.  
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
March 20, 2012 
 
To:   Lake County Certified Wetland Specialists (CWS) and Other Interested Parties 
From:   Kurt Woolford, Chief Engineer, Lake County Stormwater Management 
   Commission (SMC)  
Subject: SMC Guidance for Agricultural Land Wetland Determinations 
 (“Farmed Wetlands”) in Lake County, Illinois 
 
This guidance memorandum supersedes all previous guidance memoranda issued by SMC for agricultural 
land wetland determinations in Lake County, Illinois.   
 
For wetland permitting on development sites that contain agricultural land1 and are under SMC's 
jurisdiction, we require an agricultural land wetland determination be performed by or under the 
supervision of a Lake County Certified Wetland Specialist (CWS) to determine the presence and extent  
of “farmed wetlands” within 3 years of the initial Watershed Development Permit application date, in 
accordance with the wetland delineation provisions of the Lake County Watershed Development 
Ordinance (WDO).  The agricultural land wetland determination shall be performed following the current 
NRCS procedures (see enclosed “Wetland Mapping Conventions NRCS Illinois 1998”) and the guidance 
below.  
 
A. STEP 1 - OFFICE REVIEW WETLAND INVENTORY 
 The NRCS 1998 wetland mapping conventions require a review of various reference maps and aerial 

imagery to identify “wetland signatures” on a development site, including the U. S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service’ National Wetland Inventory (NWI) map(s) and 5 years of USDA-Farm Services Agency 
(FSA) aerial slides for designated years of approximate normal precipitation, based on local WETS 
tables developed by the NRCS.  If wetland signatures are identified in 3 or more of the 5 normal 
precipitation years reviewed (>50%), the area is considered to be a potential farmed wetland, 
subject to field confirmation (see Step 2 below).  Note that designation of an area as wetland on the 
NWI map also constitutes 1 year of wetland signature.  Digital copies of FSA aerial slides can be 
obtained from the McHenry-Lake Soil & Water Conservation District: click here for order form.  Use 
the Lake County on-line GIS maps to determine which of the following National Weather Service 
(NWS) precipitation recording stations is closest to your development site: Antioch, Barrington, or 
Waukegan (click here for on-line maps).   Then proceed to i), ii), or iii) below.  

 
i) ANTIOCH STATION (Antioch Wastewater Treatment Plant, 796 Holbeck Dr., Antioch, 60002):  

Review the following 5 "Primary Years" of slides: 2007, 2006, 2004, 2003, & 2002.   If Primary 
Years slides are not available or have poor resolution, defer to the following 2 "Secondary Years" 
of slides, in order: 2001, then 1998.   Recommended “Wet” indicator slide years to help identify 
potential wetland signatures are, in order: 2000, then 1999. 

http://www.lakecountyil.gov/StormwaterManagement/default.htm�
http://www.mchenryswcd.org/forms/FSA%20Slide%20Request%20Form.pdf�
http://gis.lakeco.org/maps/�
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ii) BARRINGTON STATION (Crabtree Nature Center, Rt. 3 Stover Rd., Barrington, 60010):   Review 
the following 5 "Primary Years" of slides: 2006, 2004, 2003, 2002 & 2001.  If Primary Years slides are 
not available or have poor resolution, defer to the following 2 "Secondary Years" of slides, in 
order: 1998, then 1997.   Recommended “Wet” indicator slide years to help identify potential 
wetland signatures are, in order: 2011, then 2010. 

 
iii) WAUKEGAN STATION (Radio Station WKRS, 3250 Belvidere Rd. Waukegan, 60085):             

Review the following 5 "Primary Years" of slides: 2001, 1997, 1993, 1991 & 1990.  If Primary Years 
slides are not available or have poor resolution, defer to the following 2 Secondary Years of slides, in 
order:  1987, then 1983.  Recommended “Wet” indicator slide years to identify potential wetland 
signatures, in order:  2000, then 1996. 

 
B. STEP 2 – FIELD INVESTIGATION 

A minimum of one (1) field data point shall be located in each potential farmed wetland area within the 
development site limits, as identified in A. above, in order to determine if hydric soil is present (use the 
current version of Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in the United States, NRCS for this determination: click 
here).  The field data point(s) are to be "representative" of the potential farmed wetland area, meaning the 
points should be located clearly within the boundary of the mapped wetland signature, not along the upper 
edge of the signature.  Data should be recorded on the standard Wetland Determination Data Form 
included in the current version of the Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation 
Manual: Midwest Region - click here.  If any hydric soil indicator(s) are identified, the area is 
confirmed to be a farmed wetland.  

 
C. STEP 3 – REPORTING 
 A Farmed Wetland Determination Report shall be prepared, which should include at a minimum: 

i) site location map; 
j) list of reference maps and years of FSA aerial slides reviewed; 
k) summary table of wetland signature(s) identified in each normal and precipitation year reviewed, based 

on the NWI map and FSA aerial slides reviewed (see A. above); 
l) color copy of each FSA aerial slide year reviewed with approximate boundary of wetland signature(s) 

delineated on each slide year; 
m) aerial photograph exhibit (scale: 1”=400’ or larger) showing the approximate boundary and acreage of 

each confirmed farmed wetland, along with locations of field data points - the approximate boundary of 
each farmed wetland should generally be the average of all its’ wetland signature polygons (if farmed 
wetland boundaries extend off-site, show the approximate boundaries within 100’of the site limits); 

n) copies of field data point forms; and,  
o) JPEG copies of all FSA slide years reviewed (can be provided on a CD included with report or via e-

mail to SMC wetland specialist (see below).  
 
If you have any questions concerning this guidance, please contact SMC’s wetland specialists: 
 
Glenn Westman:  (847)377-7718, gwestman@lakecountyil.gov, or 
Joe Hmieleski:    (847)377-7708, jhmieleski@lakecountyil.gov. 
 
Enclosure:  NRCS Wetland Mapping Conventions 1998 

ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/NSSC/Hydric_Soils/FieldIndicators_v7.pdf�
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/NSSC/Hydric_Soils/FieldIndicators_v7.pdf�
http://el.erdc.usace.army.mil/elpubs/pdf/trel08-27.pdf�
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