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2020 Census

WELCOME AND OVERVIEW

Welcome to the weekly Partnership 
Briefing for Census Liaisons across our 
8-State Chicago Region. This weekly 
briefing will provide Census 
operational updates and support as 
our timeline unfolds through Census 
Day (April 1, 2020) through Non-
Response Follow-Up operations.

Please join the Chicago Region's 
Partnership staff each week to gain 
valuable information needed to get 
the job done!



Agenda
❑ Operational Update

❑ 2020 Residency Guidelines

❑ Questions and Answers
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2020 Census

OPERATIONAL TIMELINE



Residence 
Criteria

The residence criteria are used to 

determine where people should be 

counted during each decennial census.  

Specific residence situations are 

included with the criteria to illustrate 

how the criteria are applied.

2020 Census

The 2020 Residency Guidelines
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2020 Census

2020 Residence Guidelines
The Concept of Usual Residence

The Census Act of 1790 established the 
concept of “usual residence” as the main 
principle in determining where people 
should be counted, and this concept has 
been followed in all subsequent censuses.

Definition:  Usual Residence has been 
defined as the place where a person lives 
and sleeps most of the time.  
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2020 Census

2020 Residence Guidelines
The Concept of Usual Residence

The Census Act of 1790 established the 
concept of “usual residence” as the main 
principle in determining where people 
should be counted, and this concept has 
been followed in all subsequent censuses.

To obtain a sample copy of the 2020 
Residence Guidelines, please click link 
below:

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/02
/08/2018-02370/final-2020-census-residence-
criteria-and-residence-situations?#

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/02/08/2018-02370/final-2020-census-residence-criteria-and-residence-situations?
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2020 Census

2020 Residence Guidelines
Decennial Review

Every decade, the Census Bureau undertakes 
a review of the decennial residence criteria 
and residence situations to ensure that the 
concept of usual residence is applied as 
intended.
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2020 Census

2020 Residence Guidelines
Request for Public Comment

2016 Federal Register  

On June 30, 2016, the Census Bureau 
published a document in the Federal 
Register asking for public comment on 
the “Proposed 2020 Census Residence 
Criteria and Residence Situations.”



Residence 
Rule

The Residence Rule is used to determine where 
people should be counted during the 2020 Census. 
The Rule says:

❑ Count people at their usual residence, which is 
the place where they live and sleep most of the 
time.

❑ People in certain types of facilities or shelters 
(i.e., places where groups of people live together) 
on Census Day should be counted at the facility 
or shelter.

❑ People who do not have a usual residence, or 
cannot determine a usual residence, should be 
counted where they are on Census Day.

2020 Census

The Residence Rule Applied
10 Most Common Situations
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Visitors on Census Day

➢ Visitors on Friday, April 1st who will return 

to their usual residence  . . . Counted at 
the residence where they live and 
sleep most of the time.

➢ Citizens of foreign countries who are 
visiting the U.S. on Friday, April 1st, such as 

on a vacation or a business trip . . . Not 
counted in the census.

2020 Census

The Residence Rule Applied
Rule #2 – Visitors on Census Day
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People Living Outside the United 
States

People stationed or assigned outside the United 
States on Census Day who are military or civilian 
employees of the U.S. government, as well as their 
dependents living with them outside the United 
States—Counted as part of the U.S. federally 
affiliated overseas population, using 
administrative data provided by federal agencies.

People living outside the United States on Census 
Day who are not military or civilian employees of 
the U.S. government and are not dependents —
Not counted in the stateside census.         

2020 Census

The Residence Rule Applied
Rule #4 – People Living Outside the United States
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People Who Live or Stay in More 
Than One Place

People living away most of the time while working, 
such as people who live at a residence close to 
where they work and return regularly to another 
residence—

Counted at the residence where they live and 
sleep most of the time. If they cannot determine a 
place where they live most of the time, they are 
counted where they are staying on Census Day.

This includes people who travel seasonally 
“snowbirds” and children in shared custody or 
other arrangements.

2020 Census

The Residence Rule Applied
Rule #5 – People Who Live or Stay in More Than One Place
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People Moving Into or Out of a 
Residence Around Census Day

(a) People who move into a new residence on or 
before Census Day—Counted at the new 
residence where they are living on Census Day.

(b) People who move out of a residence on Census Day 
and do not move into a new residence until after 
Census Day—Counted at the old residence where 
they were living on Census Day.

(c) People who move out of a residence before Census 
Day and do not move into a new residence until after 
Census Day—Counted at the residence where they 
are staying on Census Day

2020 Census

The Residence Rule Applied
Rule #6 – People Moving Into or Out of Residence Around Census Day
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People Who Are Born or Who Die 
Around Census Day

(a) Babies born on or before Census Day—
Counted at the residence where they will live 
and sleep most of the time, even if they are 
still in a hospital on Census Day.

(b) Babies born after Census Day—Not counted in 
the census.

(c) People who die before Census Day—Not 
counted in the census.

(d) People who die on or after Census Day—
Counted at the residence where they were living 
and sleeping most of the time as of Census Day.

2020 Census

The Residence Rule Applied
Rule #7 – People Who Are Born or Die Around Census Day
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Relatives and Nonrelatives

✓ Foster children
✓ Spouses and close relatives, such as parents or 

siblings
✓ Extended relatives, such as grandparents, 

nieces/nephews, aunts/uncles, cousins, or in-
laws—Unmarried partners 

✓ Housemates or roommates
✓ Roomers or boarders
✓ Live-in employees, such as caregivers or domestic 

workers
✓ Other nonrelatives, such as friends—

Counted at the residence where they live and sleep 
most of the time. If they cannot determine a place 
where they live most of the time, they are counted 
where they are staying on Census Day.

2020 Census

The Residence Rule Applied
Rule #8 – Relatives and Nonrelatives
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2020 Census

The Residence Rule Applied
Rule #10 – College Students

College Students and Staff Living in 
College Housing

(a) College students living at their parents' or guardians' 
home while attending college in the United States—
Counted at their parents' or guardians' home.

(b) College students living away from their parents' or 
guardians' home while attending college in the United 
States (living either on-campus or off-campus)—Counted 
at the on-campus or off-campus residence where they 
live and sleep most of the time. 

(c) College students who are U.S. citizens living outside 
the United States while attending college outside the 
United States—Not counted in the stateside census.
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People in Correctional Facilities for 
Adults

❑ People in federal and state prisons on Census Day

❑ People in local jails and other municipal confinement 
facilities on Census Day

❑ People in federal detention centers on Census Day 

❑ People in correctional residential facilities on Census 
Day, such as halfway houses, restitution centers, and 
prerelease, work release, and study centers

Residents are counted at the facility. Staff members 
are counted at the residence where they live and sleep 
most of the time.

2020 Census

The Residence Rule Applied
Rule #15 – People in Correctional Facilities for Adults
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People in Transitory Locations

People at transitory locations such as recreational 
vehicle (RV) parks, campgrounds, hotels and 
motels, hostels, marinas, racetracks, circuses, or 
carnivals—

Anyone, including staff members, staying at the 
transitory location is counted at the residence 
where they live and sleep most of the time. 

If they do not have a usual home elsewhere, or 
they cannot determine a place where they live 
most of the time, they are counted at the 
transitory location.

2020 Census

The Residence Rule Applied
Rule #18 – People in Transitory Locations
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People in Shelters and People Experiencing 
Homelessness

2020 Census

The Residence Rule Applied
Rule #21 – People in Shelters and People Experiencing Homelessness



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS


