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Agenda

Lake County SMC Regulatory Program

When is a Permit Required? (Types of Development)

Who Issues the Permit?

Online Submittal Application and PDF Standards

How to Get a Permit Faster?



Heavy precipitation events will increase in frequency and amounts (high confidence)

Impervious surfaces increase the volume and rate of stormwater runoff

Why is Stormwater Management Important?



Divided into 4 Major Watersheds

~61,500 Acres of Water & Wetlands

~21% of County is Wet

~44% of Wetlands, by number, are 
Isolated 

Why is it Important…in Lake County?



Established in 1990 through state legislation to coordinate stormwater 
management activities from a countywide and interjurisdictional perspective.

Main Components of Our Program:

• Managing Lake County's floodplains and watersheds by administering 
countywide floodplain and stormwater management standards.

• Flood damage reduction through flood hazard mitigation projects, and 
implementing Best Management Practices, watershed management plans and 
effective floodplain and stormwater management regulations.

• Natural resource protection and restoration by utilizing a mix of funding 
sources and partnerships to restore and enhance the natural drainage system.

Lake County SMC Overview and Role



WDO first adopted October 18, 1992

Establish consistent, uniform, 
minimum county-wide requirements 
for new development.

Seek balanced input from:
• Governmental agencies
• Municipalities
• Environmental
• Property owners and developers

Done in a public forum. 

Lake County SMC Regulatory Program







• Visit lakecountyil.gov/4185 
• Subscribe to the SMC newsletter 
• Follow us on social media
• Bob’s emails
• Call us at 847-377-7700
• Email kwoolford@lakecountyil.gov

Lake County Technical Guidance Memo #1

lakecountyil.gov/4185
mailto:kwoolford@lakecountyil.gov


When is a Watershed Development Permit Required? 

Regulated Development

Hydrologically 
disturbs 5,000 
square feet or 

more

Work within 
special flood 

hazard area or 
floodplain

Drainage 
modification with 

20 acres or more of 
tributary area

Creates a 
wetland impact

Public Road 
Development

Located in a 
Depressional
Storage Area

Some “Development” Activities are not Regulated. Refer to the WDO definition for: “Development”



Development Classification

• Regulated activities with no floodplain impacts requiring 
compensatory storage, no wetland impacts requiring 
mitigation, and no detention required.

Minor Developments

• Regulated activities in the right-of-way by the respective 
roadway jurisdiction. Also includes individual trail systems and 
linear railroad projects.

Public Road Developments

• All other regulated development. Streambank Stabilization to 
Big Box Development to Residential DevelopmentMajor Developments

• No development is exempt from the applicable floodplain, 
floodway, wetland, and sediment control provisions of the 
WDO. Other provisions may be exempt. Isolated Wetlands may 
be excluded.

Exempted/Excluded 
Development



Who Issues the Watershed Development Permit?

• A Community certified by the SMC  to administer and enforce 
an Ordinance that is consistent with or at least as stringent as 
the Lake County Watershed Development Ordinance, including
Article 10: Wetland Requirements.

Fully-Certified 

Community

• A Community certified by the SMC to administer and enforce 
an Ordinance that is consistent with or at least as stringent as 
the Lake County Watershed Development Ordinance, excluding
Article 10: Wetland Requirements. 

• SMC administers Isolated wetland reviews and approvals.

Standard Certified 

Community

• Public road development

• Forest preserve development

• Public development in the floodplain

• Development in a Non-Certified Community

SMC 



Certified and Non-Certified Communities

Non-Certified Communities

https://www.lakecountyil.gov/2343/Certified-Communities

Certified Communities (IWLC = X indicates Fully-Certified)

https://www.lakecountyil.gov/2343/Certified-Communities


Other SMC Regulatory Services

• Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination (PJD)

• Letter of No Impact (IWLC and WOUS)

• In-lieu fee Wetland Restoration Fund (WRF) for IWLC impacts.
Wetlands

• Non-riverine (depressional) flood-prone areas with tributary 
greater than 20 acres.

• Riverine flood-prone areas with tributary greater than 100 
acres.

Base Flood Elevation 
Determinations

• Provide SE/SC review, approval, and inspection services on 
behalf of the USACE, for Corps permitted projects.

Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control 



https://lakecountyil-energovpub.tylerhost.net/Apps/SelfService#/home

Recommend paying by eCheck, 
instead of credit card.

Hard copy submittals will require 
administrative surcharge.

https://lakecountyil-energovpub.tylerhost.net/Apps/SelfService#/home


Site InspectorPermit Reviewer

Designated Erosion Control 
Inspector (DECI)





1. All documents shall be in PDF format, with a graphic bar scale 
and rotated so that each page reads upright.

2. Documents must be submitted as a separate PDF for each 
document type as required in the Self-Service application e.g.,

a. Watershed Development Permit Application
b. Engineering Plans
c. Wetland Delineation Report
d. Deed-restrictions/Easements
e. Stormwater Report
f. Base Flood Elevation Determination



3. Verify you have unlocked and flattened all the drawings and 
reports. The markups list & layers should be cleared and 
empty (you can also control this in your print settings).

4. Vector content only. Scanned images are not accepted.



5. Documents shall be created with TrueType Fonts.

6. Sheet title block sizes shall remain consistent on each page of 
the plan set including sub disciplines.



7. Drawing Export Tips:
a. Maintain output Scale – avoid “Fit to Page”.
b. Keep hatch patterns to a minimum as a best practice as 

these can quickly increase file sizes and slow the files down.

8. File naming conventions should be as follows: 

DocumentType-ProjectName-Address_Revision#.

Example:   CivilPlans-VillageHall-5400Waukegan_Rev1 

Applications with files not named consistent with these 
requirements may not be accepted.



9. Name each page with a page label that matches the sheet.

Example: Page C2 Grading Plan.

Tutorial link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Io0eizVCJXk

10. Each Plan Sheet must be clearly bookmarked to clearly 
identify the content of the page.

Example: Page C3 Utility Plan.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Io0eizVCJXk


SMC PB&D DOT

Health
Public 
Works





How to get a permit faster



1. Know the WDO! – take the online Enforcement Officer exam - it’s free!

2. Avoid or minimize sensitive area impacts if possible: wetlands, floodways

3. Clearly highlight/hatch impacted areas on the plans and label quantities.

4. Show the wetland limits, buffers, floodplain and floodway on ALL drawings. 

5. Drawings, reports, exhibits, and calculations should ALL be consistent.

6. Specify appropriate SE/SC measures – routinely we have several SE/SC-
related comments. Become an SMC-listed DECI!

7. Ensure the stormwater management system has adequate downstream 
capacity and a maintainable outlet. Designers and Enforcement Officers.

How to get a permit faster



How can I get more information?

• Visit lakecountyil.gov/4185 
• Subscribe to the SMC newsletter 
• Follow us on social media
• Bob’s emails
• Call us at 847-377-7700
• Email kwoolford@lakecountyil.gov

lakecountyil.gov/4185
mailto:kwoolford@lakecountyil.gov

