June 21, 2019

Addressee
Institution/Company Name
Street Address
City, State Zip Code 

Dear Parent,
Your child’s health record indicates that he/she is not up to date on his/her measles, mumps, and rubella vaccine, which is called MMR. Measles is spreading in the United States and in Illinois. This is why XXXX (name of clinic) is being proactive to prevent measles in our community. 
Please call (XXX) XXX-XXXX today to make an appointment for your child.
From January 1 to June 13, 2019, 1044 individual cases of measles have been confirmed in 28 states. This is the greatest number of cases reported in the U.S. since 1992 and since measles was declared eliminated in 2000. There have been 9 cases of measles in Illinois so far this year, and that number is expected to grow. 
Why are we seeing more cases? 
· Measles is spreading in communities that have low vaccination rates.
· The number of people infected with measles has increased globally.
· More people are getting measles while traveling abroad and are bringing it back to the U.S. 
Why is this important?
· Measles is one of the most contagious viruses. A person can spread the virus before they even show the first signs of illness.
· Measles causes a high fever, cough, runny nose, red eyes and rash. It can also lead to very serious illnesses such as pneumonia, swelling of the brain, seizures, or even death. 
The best way to prevent measles infection is to get the MMR vaccine as soon as possible! There are two shots for MMR. The first shot is given at 12 to 15 months and the second at 4 to 6 years. Adolescents or adults can receive the shots 1 month apart. A person who has received two MMR shots has greater than 97% protection against measles and rubella and 88% protection against mumps. Your child needs both shots before entering school.
[bookmark: _Hlk8407279]If adults in your family are unsure if they are vaccinated, please tell them to see their doctor or visit a clinic or pharmacy that offers the MMR vaccine. Additional information, including documents in Spanish, can be found on the Lake County Health Department webpage (www.lakecountyil.gov/measles). 
If you have questions or concerns, please call your health provider or the Lake County Health Department at 847-377-8130.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Respectfully,

Provider Name, MD
Job Title
Clinic Name
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