
 RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR HEARINGS 
 ON COMPLAINTS PURSUANT TO THE STANDARDS OF CONDUCT 
 FOR THE ETHICS & OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

                     
 

1. The Ethics & Oversight Committee (“Committee”) shall conduct and preside over all 
hearings involving complaints of violations of the Lake County Standards of Conduct for 
Appointed Officials. 
 

2. Appearance by the Complainant(s) or Appointed Official at a hearing may be made in person 
or by counsel. If counsel is appearing, an appearance form must be completed.  That form 
can be found at http://www.lakecountyil.gov/3312/Ethics-and-Oversight-Committee. 
 

3. On the date set for the hearing, both the Complainant(s) and the Appointed Official will be 
required to state whether or not they are ready to proceed with the hearing. 
 

4. There will be no continuance or resetting of the hearing except for good cause shown.  Any 
party seeking a continuance of the hearing must file a motion to continue with the Chair of 
the Ethics Committee at least seven (7) calendar days before the date of the proposed 
hearing.  A copy of the motion to continue shall be provided to all Parties to the Complaint. 
The motion can be provided to all parties and the Chair via email. 
 

5. All documents, after the filing of a Complaint(s), shall be provided to all Parties involved. 
These documents may also be provided via email. 
 

6. Preliminary motions, including objections to the Complaint(s), of motions to strike or 
motions to dismiss will be heard first in order.  The Committee may, at its discretion, reserve 
ruling on any preliminary motions and objections pending further hearing(s) on the 
Complaint(s). 
 

7. After any preliminary matters have been heard, the Complainant(s) shall have the burden of 
going forward with the presentation of evidence.  The Appointed Official will be allowed 
reasonable opportunity to cross-examine any witnesses offered by the Complainant(s). 
Following the presentation of the Complainant’s case, the Appointed Official may then 
present evidence. The Complainant(s) will be allowed reasonable cross-examination of the 
Appointed Official’s witnesses. The Committee reserves the right to allow any rebuttal by 
the Complainant(s) or surrebuttal by the Appointed Official. Rebuttal evidence will be 
limited to addressing evidence raised by the Appointed Official. Surrebuttal evidence will be 
allowed only to address evidence raised by the Complainant(s) in rebuttal. 
 

8. The Committee will consider such other evidence as may be submitted, including, but not 
limited to, other documentary evidence, affidavits, and oral testimony. 
 

9. Unless otherwise provided by law, the Parties shall submit to the Committee ten (10) copies 
of all documents or other written evidence that they intend to offer at the hearing.  Whenever 
possible, those copies shall be provided to the Committee prior to the date set for the 
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