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SB 87 and SB 1242
As of this writing, SB 87 is now in the House Finance Committee.  It passed the Illinois Senate 52 -0.  We asked to have it assigned to Veterans Affairs but it was assigned to Finance.   This is the bill that will cover surviving spouses with DIC.  SB 1242 is still being negotiated.  Senator Link has stated that if IDVA cannot come to accommodation on release of claims information for the 25% of Illinois veterans who are served by IDVA, that he will move the bill during the veto session.   Senator Link remains the champion for veterans and their dependents in Illinois.  SB 1242 costs the state nothing, it only improves the service to Illinois veterans and their families.  Illinois remains 51st in average compensation.  Looking at the top three counties in compensation, Cook with a population of 199,000 receives $446 million with 11% of veterans receiving compensation, St. Clair is second with a population of 29,000, receiving $115 million, with 25% of veterans receiving compensation and Lake County is third with 34,000 receiving $93 million, with 16% of veterans receiving compensation.
Unintended Consequence
An unintended consequence of the Standard Homestead Exemption for Veterans with Disability (SHEVD) is the annual reverification of disabilities.  The VAC’s, through our access to VBMS, can provide the accessors office with a letter verifying the veterans’ disability rating from the VA.   In addition we can review the ratings with veteran.  These reviews have shown that many veterans rated at 40% or 50% have never in the last 10-15 years filed for an increase, which accounts partly for the 51st rating in the nation on average compensation.  Veterans and their families do not realize that there is no age discrimination on filing for an increase.
The other area is the Dependents Indemnity Compensation, (DIC) there are only 7,000 surviving spouses in Illinois receiving DIC, and we have approximately 700 in Lake County.  The VA does not have stats available, but this is a very low number when considering we have 700,000 veterans and 200,000 of whom are over the age of 70.  The IDVA needs our help and the VAC’s stand ready to help. 
Final Report
This is my final report as your Superintendent, it has been my privilege and high honor to serve you.  I could not accomplished  what we have in the past 10 years without the help of a lot of people. Stan Villarreal, Al Lynch, Al Ayers, Michael Kozar, Lisabeth and Fargo.  From the Staff , Sherry and Mike Hiley stand very tall.  From the state association Mike Iwanicki, Kurt Daesch and Dave Strowmatt.  We passed four bills in the legislative: SHEVD, VTAC, Amendment to Ill. Military Assistance Act and of course the Al Lynch Overpass. However, our work is not done, but remember those who supported us.  Sen. Link, Rep Mayfield, Rep Sente, Rep. McConchie, Senator Bush and Senator Morrison.
[bookmark: _GoBack]While I did not get the Veterans Resource Center at Lovell, we did get an office.  Small steps in a very big bureaucracy.  10 years ago they told me I couldn’t get the office at Lovell until we had the Fisher House.  Well, where is the Fisher House.  We cannot wait on the VA.  I’m still waiting on the legislation and ruling for the VA as a second payer on Medicare.  Please do not give up the fight, it is too important to our veterans and especially their families.
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