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Congratulation to Martin Paulson
Lake County Chief Asessor Martin Paulson and staff will be honored at our April 19th meeting with the coveted Department of Defense 7 Seals Award.   Paulson has provided outstanding cooperation with the VAC in accepting verification by the VAC for a disabled veterans reverification.  The VAC is certified by the VA General Counsel and has access to 75% of all VA records from the Veterans Benefit Management System, only the IDVA prevents us from total access.  
Reverification is required annually and many veterans are not able to obtain the reverifcation letter through E Benefits.  Mr. Paulson’s willingness to step forward and make the process easieir for veterans and their families through a cooperative effort with the VAC is a hall mark of good county government that provides better service to our veterans.  Thank you Mr. Paulson.

Park Districts Provide Service for Veterans
It was recently announced that due to maintenance there may be a reduction in hours and access to the pool at the Lovell FHCC.  There are 17 Park Districts in Lake County that offer services to veterans..  In particular the Mundelein Park District provides a free well being progrom and pool access.  Check out your local park district for information. 
PACE To Provide New Shelter near Lovell
Through the efforts of Senator Link, Pace has agreed to construct a new bus shelter on the west bound lane of Bucklety across from the entrance of Lovell.  Due to the construction of the new guard houses at Buckley and Greenbay the PACE Bus has not been able to enter the grounds.    Senator Link is also in talks with IDOT to change the pedestrian crossing lights to give veterans more time to cross the six lanes of traffic on Buckely. 
Senate Bill 87 and  1242
Senate Bill 87 the Amendment to the standard homestead exemption for veterans with disability (SHEVD) has been amended to include to surviving spouse who is receiving DIC.  Last year our amendment without the DIC passed the senate but was sent to the House Rules committee where it died.  I will be Springfield April 24 and  25 to lobby for this bill and SB 1242 our partnership with IDVA.  At present we the (VSO and VAC’s) do 75% of the claims in Illinois but do not have accreditation from IDVA to give us access to the remaining 25%.  This lack of partnership has left Illinois 51st in avg compensation (behind Puerto Rico and DC).  It doesn’t cost the state money, it provides better service and helps us provide the outreach to the surviving spouse .  We are the Land of Lincoln yet we are not keeping faith with Lincolns commitment to the widows and orphans. 
