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SB 87 and SB 1242

Thanks to the efforts of our Lake Legislative Team Senators Link, Bush, Morrison and McConchie, SB 87 has passed from the Veterans Affairs Committee to the floor of the senate for a 2nd reading.  This is just for the step.  We need every veteran to call his or her state representative and urge support in the house.  Last year, the amendment for the Standard Homestead Exemption for Veterans with Disability was sent to the House Rules Committee to die.  Please don’t let it die this year, we have too many surviving spouses who could use the help the exemption gives.

SB 1242 passed the committee after personal assurances from Senator Link that he will negotiate with the IDVA.  We are again asking for accreditation to help IDVA.  We have over 200,000 veterans over 70 years of age and 56,000 over 84 years of age.  The state needs our help to process burial and DIC claims.  When a widow comes in our office, she has no idea as to what disability, if any, her veteran has.  Access to the IDVA clients through the VBMS will assist greatly.  The access is granted by the VA General Counsel, hence, no liability to the state.  This is the same as the access we have with DHS to verify SNAP programs for veterans we provide emergency assistance to.

Standard Homestead Exemption Veterans with Disability

We just received word that the annual exemption letter will be going out in two weeks.  Beginning this year, veterans will need to provide a current award letter.  The County Assessor has been more than cooperative with our office and will accept verification by us after a review on VBMS.

DBQ’S

Hopefully, this will be the last time we discuss this issue.  I received a letter from Dr. Holt and Dr. Paparella.  Bottom Line, the data we need to send to the Regional Office to support a claim should be in the veterans progress notes.  I always ask for the problem list and if the disability is not shown on the progress list, I send the vet back to Lovell to talk with his doctor.  The progress notes are the medical evidence that the vet needs to show a current diagnosis.  If there is a problem, Dr. Paparella has asked that we refer the veteran to him.  The reason is to prevent duplication of a DBQ that will by requested by VBA.  Dr. Paparella may drop in at our March meeting to give further explanation.

Lovell FHCC PAC

The PAC met on March 10th, agenda items included Domestic Violence Policy,  Opioid Usage and Pain Management, the 10 priorities of Secretary of VA and the Tiny House Project.

I am still working with Sen. Link on the PACE bus for Lovell and hope to have the issue resolved this month.  We have asked for a brief on the policy for mental health treatment for veterans.

We are also still working on the additional evidence for VA healthcare due to the Camp LeJeune contaminated water.

Congratulation John and Ginny DeReu

Our delegates from the MOAA, John and Ginny DeReu were recently recognized as the Outstanding Volunteers for Libertyville.  John and Ginny also represent the area on the Army Retiree Council at Fort Knox and were recently praised for their help with the Peoria Area Military Retiree Day.  Thank you.

Courts Deny VA Motion on Non VA Care

The VA Courts of Appeal ruled in favor of veterans and ordered the VA to be the second payer for Veterans on Medicare who use a Non VA care facility.  The VA appealed and their appeal was denied.


