
 
 

 

Resources The Fox Waterway Agency 
(FWA) oversees a region that 
includes 15 interconnected 
lakes, 30 miles of Fox River, 
and over 40 miles of 
navigable channels and 488 
miles of shoreline totaling 
approximately 1500 square 
miles of territory.   

A riparian landowner owns property adjacent to a lake or 
stream. The shoreline of a lake or stream and the 
immediate adjacent area is called a riparian buffer. 
Riparian landowners are the last defense to protect our 
lakes and streams. 

Healthy riparian buffers serve many purposes such as 
protecting water quality, reducing erosion, enhancing 
wildlife habitat, minimizing impacts of human activities, 
and providing positive aesthetics. 

What is  a Watershed?   

���”�‡�ƒ���‘�ˆ���Ž�ƒ�•�†���ƒ�•�†���™�ƒ�–�‡�”���†�”�ƒ�‹�•�æ��
ing to a particular river,  

stream, lake or wetland.  

STREAM/SHORELINE BEST MNGT. PRACTICES 

�i  Before making any stream or shoreline modifications 
please contact: 

�i  Lake Co. Stormwater Management Commission, 

500 W. Winchester, Suite 201, Libertyville, IL 
�x�r�r�v�z�á�����z�v�y�����u�y�y�æ�y�y�r�r�á www.lakecountyil.gov/  

stormwater 

PLANT/TREE INFORMATION 

�i  Illinois Native Plant Guide, download from the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS): 

www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/il/  

plantsanimals/ 
�i  Native Tree/Shrub Information at Conserve Lake 

County website: http://www.conservelakecounty.org/  
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illinois.pdf  

�i  Tree and plant descriptions�� Morton Arboretum:  

http://www.mortonarb.org/trees �æ�’�Ž�ƒ�•�–�•���–�”�‡�‡�æ�’�Ž�ƒ�•�–�æ��
descriptions 

�i  Purchasing Native Plants�� IL Native Plant Society��  
�™�™�™�ä�‹�Ž�Ž�æ�‹�•�’�•�ä�‘�”�‰�� 

�i  Midwest Invasive Plant Network�� Invasive Species  
Alternatives : http://www.mipn.org/publications  

SHORELINE MNGT. ,  POLLUTANTS,  & WATER QUALITY 

�i  Lake Co. Health Department, Lakes Management Unit 

(LCHD), 500 W. Winchester Rd. Libertyville, IL 60048, 

���z�v�y�����u�y�y�æ�z�r�r�r�á http://health.lakecountyil.gov/  
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Riparian landowners enjoy benefi ts from the lake or 

�•�š�Œ�����u�[�•�� �v���š�µ�Œ���o�� ��ttributes and are responsible for 

maintaining the streambanks or lakeshore (and riparian 

buffer) on your property. 

This brochure provides some helpful tips for 
maintaining a healthy riparian buffer. Riparian buffers 
should be at least 10 feet of dense native plants to grow 
along the water's edge and streambank to allow 

pollutants to fi lter out and the banks to stabilize. 

SOIL TESTING 

�i  University of Illinois Extension�� Grayslake, IL 
http://extension.illinois.edu/soiltest/  
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For more information contact:  

Nancy Schumm: nancyschumm2@gmail.com  OR 

Brian Valleskey: bvalleskey@manhard.com   

LIVING ON THE 
W���������ï��  EDGE 

�>�]�À�]�v�P���}�v���š�Z�����Á���š���Œ�[�•�������P�� refers to land-  

owners that live at properties along the  

shoreline of a lake or stream and the im-  

mediate adjacent area; this is also re-  

ferred to as RIPARIAN BUFFER. 

 


