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Lovell Town Hall 
On December 5th Lovell FHCC hosted a town Hall meeting with Director Stephen Holt.
VBA Regional Office Monthly Service Officer Meeting
Ryan Roufas, Asst Service Center Manager conducted the December meeting on December 6th.  Ryan introduced New Director Hughes Turner who has served VA previously as Veterans Experience Office and Deputy Chief of Staff.  Appeals clinic are scheduled to begin with DAV on January 21, 2017.
Lovell FHCC PAC
The Lovell Patient Advisory Committee met December 8th.  My thanks to Lt. Col. John DeReu and Lt. Col. Chris O’Donnell for taking notes.  President Konz and I were on a short vacation at the time of the  meeting.  The meeting focused on the VRU Computer Lab, Burn Pit Registry and the use of opioids.
VISN 12 Quarterly Meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]The VISN 12 meeting was held on December 15th.  Renee Oshinski was introduced as the new VISN 12 Director.  Lynn Taylor was introduced as the Relationship Manager for Illinois and Indiana and urged greater participation by the local veterans’ service organizations.  A brief discussion was given on Veterans Choice.  It was also announced that the VA was fighting the Veterans Court of Appeals decision on VA as the second payer on non-emergency care claims for veterans on Medicare.  The court held that VA should be the second payer for those eligible for VA health care.   Dr. Baligh Yehia, Deputy Undersecretary spoke at Lovell  August 29th on the issue and advised that the VA Non Care office would be sending out notices to the health care providers that the court decision was under review and that payment would not be made until a funding source was identified.  Cost of the program was estimated at $1.9 billion, cost of Veterans Choice which is funded is $14 billion and the cost contracting Special Medical Exams is $8.9.
New General Assembly
In preparation for the new general assembly I have been working with Bill Holland, staffer for Senator Link on reintroduction of SB3042 amendment to the Standard Homestead Exemption for Veterans with Disability for the surviving spouse.  No bill number is available yet but when we get one I will get the word out.   We are also working on a bill urging the Director of IDVA to give state accreditation for the processing of claims to County Service Officers.  Again, this will not cost the state any money but will improve immensely the service to veterans and their families.  I again remind you that Illinois is ranked 8th in population, but 16th in dollars coming back for veterans and 51st in average compensation.  Figures are not available for DIC, but last year we had 7,000 surviving state wide receiving DIC with 700 in Lake County.  This figure is way too low and demonstrates the need for outreach.
Poppies
Once again, American Legion National has asked Lake County to make 80,000 poppies.  Hopefully we can start this project the week of January 16.

Thank you Mike Nerheim
I would be remissed if I did not give a personal thank you to our States Attorney, again he and his staff have stepped up to help a veteran in need.  In this case it involved a car that was towed and a $900 bill.  The veteran was able to get his car back without the huge bill.  Thank you Mike. 





