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NEW INTERN
Welcome Jenine Deacklen

IACVAC Fall Meeting
The Illinois Association of VAC’s met October 26th at the Embassy Suites in East Peoria, IL.   The Association urges support for SB3042 which is in the Illinois House Rules Committee after passing the Illinois Senate 55-0.  The bill corrects problems for surviving spouses to receive the Standard Homestead Exemption for Disabled Veterans when the veteran dies before making application.  I have written Letters to the Editor urging voters to get a commitment from their representative prior to the election.  This is an important bill that will help spouses of our disabled veterans.
The IACVAC Education committee is looking at conducting the 2017 training session in East Peoria. 
Congratulations to John Sawyer for completing the basic course and to Mike Kozar, Mary Ann Kornau-Bandurski and Lisabeth Risley for their CEU certification. 

IDVA Office Closed Temporarily at Lovell
The IDVA webs site shows that the IDVA Offices at Lovell have been closed.   No reason was given.  All veterans needing services from the IDVA are urged to go to the offices in Deerfield.   Contact was made with Senator Link.  We have discussed possible legislation to give County Veteran Service Officers State  Accreditation.  This would allow our service officers who are accreditated and certified by the VA General Counsel to act on behalf of the state.  The state would be the representative but the CVSO would be able to assist the state and the veteran in the processing of the claim. 
Al Lynch, Nick Konz and I met with Governor Rauner and his office was to have a conference call with the State Director but this has yet to take place. 

Veterans Day – November 11th
As your Superintendent I have been busy honoring our veterans in programs at VFW Past Commanders, Nov 6th,  CLC, Nov 9th, Lake Zurich Nov 10th, Lindenburhust and Riverwood Nov 11th, and Wauconda AmL Nov 13th.  The Cable Show Senior Issues  will  interview me on Nov 14th.  On the County Cable Network, I have an interview with the County Recorder of Deeds that will be airing on Veterans Day.   In addition the County Board passed its annual veterans day resolution. 
Smokin T’s
Tom from Smokin T’s in Long Grove will be continuing his annual Thanksgiving Dinner for indigent veterans.  This is a dinner for 10 that is delivered by volunteers to the veterans home. 

Clothing Drive
Once again, Deputy Chief Jon Petrillo, Vernon Hills PD has led another successful coat drive.  The coats were delivered to the Mid West Veterans Closet on Greenbay Road.  Additional bath robes, shower shoes, etc have been delivered to the clothing room at Bldg 66 by Mike Hiley   In addition, Laura Cloud, widow of our former volunteer  Bob Cloud has donated hats and scarfs for the homeless program at Lovell, Thank you Laura. 

VAC PAC MEETING – November 4, 2016
Major General Mukoyama presided over the meeting.  Based on the agenda the following items were addressed: Green House parking – new signs have been made and will be in place soon.  Unpaid Claims – The issue of VA paying secondary to medicare for veterans over 65 was not addressed at recent meeting.  The Veterans Court of Appeals has ruled that VA must pay but Congress needs to fund the program based on court ruling.  Same Day Access for mental health is in place using the walk in clinic.  For those instances involving veteran who needs immediate care, it was suggested that the veteran be taken to the emergency room. 
New Business – I brought up the issue on the IDVA closing their office (temporarily) and asked administration giving VAC and additional office.  We have two new volunteers on board Doug Wallace and John Sawyer.  Mr. List suggested that we wait and see what IDVA does. 
Nick Konz asked about the denial of religious symbols at VA Medical Centers.  Dr. Holt advised that they can not show state sponsored support for any religion.  The Chapel and Chaplains are in place but the bringing in of bibles and etc for veterans can not be allowed.  No Christmas Cards, must be Seasons Greeting.  Organizations  can not conduct a program on their own, if the VA Chaplain is asked he may conduct a program on behalf of an organization within VA guidelines. 
Allan Ayres – pointed  out that the VRU computer program is limited due to the need of staff to supervise the computer lab.  A review of the VRU program will be discussed at the December meeting.
Burn Pits – Dr. Andersen will discuss this topic at the December meeting. 
Chicago Regional Office Conference Call – Nov 8th

Ryan Roufus, Asst Veterans Serice Service Center Manager conducted the conference call.   Ryan reviewed current statistics which showed average days to complete claim at 113 , a 235 day reduction from a 348 day peak in Sep 2013.    1 in 4 veterans submit their dependency request on line and 62% receive payments under 1 day. Appeals – VBA completed 202K appeals in FY16 a 20% increase over FY15, 12K already completed through Oct 1016.  In Chicago, NODs are still back dated to 2013.  Reconsideration are taking less than a year.   Thereare 1,425 rating claims currently assigned to Chicago.  

Milwaukee Pension Center will conduct its conference call on Nov 15th, no date set for next VISN 12 conference call. 


