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U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans
On April 8, 2016 the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans issued a ruling invalidating a VA regulation governing reimbursement or payment for unauthorized emergency treatment of a Veterans non-service connected condition furnished by a non – VA provider.   Prior to the ruling, VA’s regulation barred reimbursement or payment when the veteran has other health insurance, including medicare and emplyee-sponsored and private health insurance in addition to their VA health care benefits.  The CAVC ruling contradicts VA’s long standing interpretation of the statutory authority and our business practice. 
On August 29th at a town hall meeting at Lovell, Assistance Under Secretary for VA Health Care, Dr. Baligh R. Yehia stated that the ruling would cost the VA $1.9 Billion.  He also stated that the Veterans Choice Program would cost $19 Billion.  I asked about the veterans who are now getting letters and phone calls from collection agencies representing Lake County Ambulance Service, Condell and Advocate Hospitals.  He stated that he would insure that they debtors would receive a letter from the VA advising that the payment was in limbo as they were not sure of where the funding for the non va care was coming from.  There has been no further announcement.
LOVELL PAC Meeting
On September 9th the Lovell Patient Advisory Committee met and two issues that involved the VAC was the communication with PACE to drive onto the grounds of Lovell with VA patients.  At present the West Bound bus on Buckley lets it passengers off so that they have to cross Buckley with the light.  PACE Safety Committee members advised Lovell that the driving onto Lovell with the route designated was not safe.  At the request of the committee Co Chair Al Lynch, the VAC contacted Senator Link who’s office is working with PACE to find a solution.
I asked about the Veterans Resource Center and was again advised that there may not be space for at least a year and that current plans are 3-5 years out.  The proposed Fisher House is in the hands of the VA Central Office as the land to be used must be purchased from Rosalynn Franklin University. 
I asked about the clothing room and Director Holt at the August meeting had appointed me to head a committee to see if a cooperative program between the VSO’s and Lovell could be established to provide better service to veterans.  On September 14th I met with Ken List, Steve Navarro, Mary Schindler and Lisabeth Risley to discuss what was needed.  Carl Sorensen (VFW) and George Rodriquez (DAV) joined us late.  What was proposed was an improvement to the Women’s Veteran Clothing Room (AmL Aux and VFW Aux) will assist with providing needed items.  Mr. Navarro will also provide a need list for the veterans from Mental health and Drug Abuse Units.  We currently have met the needs of the Homeless Shelter with 72 new coats, bath robes, shower shoes and comfort kits.  It was also suggested that we establish a traveling veteran’s closet for visits to Evanston Vet Center and the CBOCS.  I feel that the discussion was positive and a first step in greater cooperation between Lovell and the VSO’s. 
Inter-Agency Agreement
President Konz has signed a two year agreement with the County of Lake on providing for the VAC of Lake County.  The new agreement includes greater services in the budget and finance assistance.  Also, the agreement notes that the VAC can no longer use the States Attorney’s Office for legal advice and temporarily Colonel B. J. Carroll has agreed to provide pro bono service.  We have $10,000 with $5,000 in contingency budgeted for legal service, I don’t believe we will need, but in this day and age you never know when you may face a legal challenge.  My personal thanks to Colonel Carroll for stepping forward.
Veterans Service Officer Training
The next training class which will include Mike Kozar, Lisabeth Risley and Mary Ann Kornau- Bandurski will be October 24 to October 28.  Anyone interested in training should contact our office for registration.  In addition to the training, the Illinois Association of County Veterans Assistance Commission will hold their fall meeting the following Saturday.  Topic of discussion will be the passage of SB3042 giving surviving spouses eligibility for the standard homestead exemption for disabled veterans.
ESGR Awards
Our office recently presented the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Patriot Award to Abbott Labs, Olsen Transportation, Valu Pak and Discover Financial Services.  These employers have shown outstanding support to their employees who are members of the Guard and Reserve. 

Veterans Day
Please forward to our office your post plans for Veterans Day so that we can add the events to our VAC Calendar.  At present,  Al Lynch will be at the Union League Club in Chicago and I will be at Lindenhurst.  Again, my thanks to Allan Ayers for an outstanding newsletter and face book and to Sherry Kruse for the web site. 
