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VAC Resolutions


A big thank you to Senator Bush and Senator Link for their support on our VAC resolution to formally add the VAC to the Veterans Treatment Court.  SB3401 was passed by the house and senate.  Rep. Sente sponsored the bill in the house.  Unfortunately SB3042 passed the senate but was stuck into the House Rules Committee where bills die.  This is the bill to add surviving spouses to the Standard Home Stead exemption for Disabled Veterans.  The bill would cover the widow in the case where the veteran failed to file before his death. 

SB2532 did pass both houses, this bill was important to the VAC’s as it changed the Military Veterans Assistance Act to reflect a majority not each VSO in the county to establish a VAC.  This was due to a court case in Grundy County.
VAC Calendar

Many thanks to the post who used our VAC Calendar for the month of May.  The calendar was used by the media, county board members and the public in checking on Memorial Day events.    Please continue to submit your post events for inclusion on our county calendar. 

Poppy Program

If you haven’t heard we finished 530,000 poppies.   Over 100,000 are on display at the USAA Headquarters in San Antonio, Texas.  A BIG THANK YOU to all who helped on the project.  The legion didn’t think we could do the last 100,000 in 2 weeks, we did it in 12 days. 

Veterans Suicide Task Force

The Veterans Suicide Task force for Illinois is holding a meeting on Tuesday, June 14th 10-2PM at CLC, in Grayslake, IL .  The Lake County Suicide Prevention Committee, the Lake County Family Services, Veterans Treatment Court ,  Jim Frazier and I will present testimony to the Task Force. Our focus is on prevention using peer to peer mentors.


NACVSO

As you know I was absent last month but Stan Villarreal, Mike Hiley, Sherry Kruse and I were working hard at Myrtle Beach, SC.  We met with VA Under Secretary Sloan Gibson, Dr. Stone from VHA and Mr. Tom Murphy VBA to receive the latest updates from them.   The biggest news is that Secretary Gibson is determined to implement changes now rather than wait for the  next administration which as he stated would take an additional 2 years of start up time for them.  The change would include veterans making their own appointment for C&P Exams, registering once for all VA facilities and receiving medication at any VA facility.   Fiduciary changes are coming, the VA admitted to over 14,000 veterans having their compensation stopped as they waited for determination on incompetency hearings.   We also, learned of the 4,000 veterans who had compensation stopped as a result of problems between Social Security and VA and the veterans were erroneously listed as deceased. 
