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VAC Resolutions

Our three resolutions, DIC, Funeral Home and VTAC that were  passed at the March meeting have been sent to all Lake County Representatives and Senators.  In particular we have asked Senator Bush and Representative Sente to sponsor the bills in the Veterans Affairs Committee of the Senate and House. 

VAC Goals 2016

I am recommending and request the commissions approval on the following set of goals for 2016:

1.  Establishment of Veterans Resource Center at Lovell FHCC, giving veterans and their families  one stop for all their assistance needs.

2. State Accreditation for County Veteran Service Officers.  This is the first step in a true partnership with the state of Illinois and will eliminate many duplication of services.

3. Passage of state bill giving surviving spouses with DIC a standard homestead exemption of $5,000 off the assessed value of property not exceeding $250.000 in value.

4. Passage of state bill directing funeral directors to advise certifying physicians to list service connected disabilities on veterans death certificate.

5. Passage of state bill adding the Veterans Assistance Commission  to the Veterans Treatment Court Act. 

Poppies

As of this date we have received 285,000 poppies from the American Legion.  Our volunteers have assembled over 50,000 but we have a April 29th deadline to submit the poppies to the Legion Headquarters in Bloomington. 

DIC and Compensation

Yes, we have exceeded the $100 million dollar mark for compensation, pension and DIC  for Lake County.  We now have 751 surviving spouses receiving DIC at $13.5 million.  The last figure for Comp and Pen is $93 million but I expect the June report to exceed $100 million.  What interesting is that we now have 609 veterans at 100% with a total of 6,700 receiving compensation.  This means that we are now at 19% of our veteran population and yet we can still do better.  I thank all the veteran service organization for their hard work, outreach, outreach and outreach is the only way we can succeed.  Yes, you have more work we still have over 3,914  veterans who are  eligible for the veterans homestead exemption and yet to apply.  This is money in their pocket and a sure way to get their membership.  

Veterans receiving compensation 5172 men and 818 women, 30-40% 1179, 50-60%  912 and 70-100%, 1823.  Yet, we have 957 who have applied for the standard homestead exemption for disabled veterans. 

Al Lynch Golf Outing

Please mark your calendars, the Al Lynch Swinging With the Vets Golf Outing is set for Friday, August 26th 1230 at the White Deer Run Golf Course.  The Al Lynch Foundation is our major supporter and we need to support him.  Please get a sponsor and get a team for a day of comradeship. 

VAC Calendar

Please use the VAC Calendar on our web site to list your authorized events and fundraising activities.  We are especially interested in what you are doing for Memorial Day.  This calendar will be used by the general public, county officials and law enforcement in checking on bogus fund raisers.  The idea for the calendar was warmly receiving by the Police Chiefs of Lake County. 
