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New Grant For Poppy Program 
American Legion, Dept of Illinois has asked us to help with a 350,000 poppies for the Department of Texas.  Project must be completed by April 21st.
Standard Homestead Exemption  for Veterans with Disabilities (SHEVD)
The County Assessor has reported that over 1,248 veterans have applied for the SHEVD.  This exemption can be claimed by Disabled Vet in addition to the Senior Citizen Exemption.  Our records indicate that there are over 1,000 veterans who may be eligible for the exemption,  Please help get the word out. 
Scooters Donated to Veterans
Thanks to BJ Voit we have picked up an additional  two electric scooters.  Both scooters have been delivered and we expect to have another four wheel scooter delivered soon.
DIC Exemption
We have received numerous phone calls from surviving spouses wanting to apply for the Standard Homestead Exemption for Disabled Veterans.  Unless the veteran has applied for it before his death or the surviving spouse applies during the year of the veterans death the surviving spouse is not eligible.  To correct this problem we are drafting a resolution urging the Illinois General Assembly to pass a bill to amend the Illinois Tax Code to add surviving spouses who are receiving DIC and have a total equalized assessed value of less than $250,000.  For surviving spouses who are awarded DIC we ask that they be given $5,000 off the  EAS.
Funeral Home Brochure
The State of Florida recently passed a law requiring funeral homes to provide to the attending physician information on the deceased veterans service connected disability.   This information will assist the veteran service officer in processing a claim for Dependents Indemnity Compensation (DIC).
Veterans Treatment Court
We have asked Senator Bush and Rep. Sente  (both members of the Senate and House Veterans Affairs Committee) to introduce legislation to formally add the VAC to act.  Here in Lake County, the Jdge has the VAC as a member of the assessment and treatment team. 
Retiree Day
Met with Captain Jim Hawkins, Commander, Naval Station Great Lakes on sponsorship for Retiree Day 2016.  Proposed date is Friday, September 16th. 
Knights of Columbus and Computer Donation

Through the efforts of BJ Voit and Sal Costanza we have received two additional lap top computers.  The VAC has been providing lap tops for veterans at the College of Lake County.

Accreditation With State of Illinois
Still no answer from IDVA on our request for accreditation.  This is an important issue to cement a partnership with IDVA, VAC’s and VA.   The VAC enjoys accreditation with seven VSO’s and the VA General Counsel has granted us certification and access to VBMS.  However, to better serve the veterans of Illinois we accreditation with the state t access the claims that were started with the state.  Remember, Illinois 50th of average compensation, and this due to lack of outreach to the veteran and his widow.  Accreditation for VAC’s would immensely improve the states position.  I can’t believe there are people in state government who enjoy being 50th, I know the veterans don’t.
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