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Poppy Program Finished
In just six week our core of volunteers assembled 85,000 poppies for the National American Legion.  In addition, the Midwest Veterans Closet is putting the finishing touches on 100,000 poppies for the Department of Illinois, American Legion.  A  thank you to all who helped on this project.
Town Hall Meeting
Susan Nunziata, Director Chicago Regional Office for VBA spoke at a recent town hall meeting at Lovell FHCC.  Susan reported that the back log for claims over 120 days was below 500 and she was directing additional efforts towards the appeals back log at the Chicago Office.  The Director also  put the word out that the VAC  will assist veterans in getting onto the VA E Benefits system.  This will enable veterans to check on their claims status on their own. 
Standard Homestead Exemption  for Veterans with Disabilities (SHEVD)
The County Assessor has reported that over 1,248 veterans have applied for the SHEVD.  This exemption can be claimed by Disabled Vet in addition to the Senior Citizen Exemption.  Our records indicate that there are over 1,000 veterans who may be eligible for the exemption,  Please help get the word out. 
Scooters Donated to Veterans
We have donated one electric wheel chair and two scooters to disabled veterans.  The donation was made possible by staff from Lovell FHCC and a family that wanted the scooters to go to a veteran.  My thanks to Robert Lang, Lang Medical Equipment.  Robert not only made the donation possible but he assisted in the repair of two Electric Wheel Chairs.  We still have one available for any veteran in need. 
Expungement Workshop
On March 2nd the State Appellate Defender will be hosting a workshop on expungments at the Lovell FHCC, Bldg 1, Room 223
DIC Exemption
We have received numerous phone calls from surviving spouses wanting to apply for the Standard Homestead Exemption for Disabled Veterans.  Unless the veteran has applied for it before his death or the surviving spouse applies during the year of the veterans death the surviving spouse is not eligible.  To correct this problem we are drafting a resolution urging the Illinois General Assembly to pass a bill to amend the Illinois Tax Code to add surviving spouses who are receiving DIC and have a total equalized assessed value of less than $250,000.
