[bookmark: _GoBack]Superintendents Report
January 2016
Michael Peck, Superintendent
Veterans Choice Program
Changes have been made to the program, the 40 mile distance to the nearest VA Facility  remains in place but with the caveat that the facility must have a full time primary care physician.    Veterans may also request private care if the VA can not make an appointment within 30 days.
Disabled Veterans Homestead Exemption
The DAV Homestead Exemption is giving real relief to veterans, the program has seen over 1,000 Lake County Veterans added to the DAV roles.  However, we have over 1,500 who have not applied for the exemption.  Please, talk about the program to your post members, lets get the word out.  Do not forget the auxiliary.  There are many surviving spouses who have not idea on what benefits they may be entitled to.  
Lovell FHCC Patients Advisory Committee
This committee met on January 8th and was in my opinion one of the most productive meetings.    The homeless program at Lovell was discussed and it was agreed to place it as an agenda item for the next meeting.  I advised that the county was spending $30,000 a year at Lovell on transportation and an additional $20,000 on emergency shelter.   It was then learned that yes, Hines and Jesse Brown had a budget for emergency shelter and that Lovell had not established a contract locally to provide emergency shelter.
The committee also discussed the Camp Lejeune Past Water Contamination program.  The VA has put out information but has not established procedures for providing health care or a registry.
We also discussed the need for video conference at Lovell for VBA hearings and the VHAletter sending out the IRS Form 1095-B which establishes that the veteran has medical care through the VA.
We also discussed the need for Emergency Notification of Veterans when taken to a private hospital for an emergency.  Lovell will be adding this information to its app. 
Thanksgiving and Christmas
This year Smokin T’s provided 80 meals for thanksgiving and 30 for Christmas.  Over 25 children of veterans received toys from the STAR program in Wauconda. 


